
 

 

 

Curriculum Map and Pacing Guide: Kindergarten – Symbols of America  

Standards: The focus of this important 
first unit is on the concepts and 
enduring understandings rather than 
specific standards. 1 week - Sept.       

Unit One focus:  
Connecting Themes in 
Kindergarten Social 
Studies  

In this unit students will be 
introduced to the unit connecting 
themes of 
 
• CULTURE  
• INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, 

INSTITUTIONS  
• LOCATION  
• SCARCITY  
• TIME, CHANGE, AND 

CONTINUITY  
• PRODUCTION, 

DISTRIBUTION, 
CONSUMPTION 

• BELIEFS AND IDEALS 
 

These themes will provide the 
scaffolding needed for the study of 
Social Studies for the first half of the 
school year.  
 

Standards: G2, G3, CG1, H3d, e, f 
Map skills: none;  
Info. Skills: 1, 2, 3 
September 

Unit Two focus: 
Where We Live 
 

Themes and Concepts/Topics: 
 
INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS  
• people on the Earth(G3) 
• make and follow rules (CG1) 
• courtesy (CG2) 
• respect  (CG2) 
• moderation  (CG2) 
• self-control  (CG2) 
LOCATION 
• maps and globes (G2) 
• street, city address (G3) 
• county (G3) 
• state (G3) 
• nation (G3) 
• continent (G3)\ 
TIME, CHANGE, AND 
CONTINUITY  
• morning, afternoon, night (H3c) 
• today, tomorrow, yesterday (H3d) 
• day, week, month, year (H3f) 
 
 
 

Standards:  H1, H3a, b, g, G1, CG2 
Map skills: 1, Info skills 2 
October  

Unit Four focus: 
Observing Columbus Day 
 

Themes and Concepts/Topics: 
 
INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS 
• Christopher Columbus (H1) 
• European contact with the 

Americas (G1) 
• accomplishment (CG2) 
• pride (CG2) 
• truth  (CG2) 
LOCATION 
• Nina, Pinta, Santa Maria (H1) 
• the Americas (H3) 
TIME, CHANGE, AND 
CONTINUITY  
• now, long ago (H3a) 
• before, after (H3b) 
• past, present, future (H3g) 
 
 

Standards:  H1, H3c, d, f G1, CG2, 
E1, E2, E3 
Map skills: 1, Info skills 2 
September  

Unit Three focus: 
Observing Labor Day 
 

Themes and Concepts/Topics: 
 
INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS  
• workers(H1) 
• accomplishment (CG2) 
• pride (CG2) 
PRODUCTION/ DISTRIBUTION 
• earn income(E2) 
• buy goods and services(E3) 
• jobs(E1) 
• money (E3) 
LOCATION 
• communities(G1) 
CULTURE 
• picnic  (H1) 
TIME, CHANGE, AND 
CONTINUITY  
morning, afternoon, night (H3c) 
• today, tomorrow, yesterday (H3d) 
• day, week, month, year (H3f) 
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Standards:  H1a, c, H3a,b,g, G1, 
CG2 
Map skills: 1, Info. Skills: 1, 2, 3 
November  

Unit Five focus: 
Observing Veteran’s Day 
 

Themes and Concepts/Topics: 
 
INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS 
• former soldiers(H1c) 
• loyalty(CG2) 
• patriotism(CG2) 
• pride(CG2) 
BELIEFS AND IDEALS 
• protecting our nation(H1c) 
• keeping us safe(H1c) 
LOCATION 
• Arlington National Cemetery(H3) 
Culture 
• U.S. flag(H1a) 
• Parade(G1) 
• wreath ceremony(G1) 
• flag flying(G1) 
TIME, CHANGE, AND 
CONTINUITY  
• now, long ago (H3a) 
• before, after (H3b) 
• past, present, future (H3g) 
 
 

Standards:  H1d, H3a, b, g, G1, 
CG2 
Map skills: 1, Info. Skills: 1, 2, 3 
November/December 

Unit Six focus: 
Observing Thanksgiving 
Day 

Themes and Concepts/Topics: 
 
INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS 
• Pilgrims(H1d) 
• Native Americans(H1d) 
• expressing gratitude for 

accomplishment(CG2) 
• courtesy(CG2) 
• pride(CG2) 
CULTURE 
• turkey feast(H1d) 
• family dinner(G1) 
• parade (G1) 
LOCATION 
• Plymouth(H1d,G2a) 
TIME, CHANGE, AND 
CONTINUITY  
• now, long ago (H3a) 
• before, after (H3b) 
• past, present, future (H3g) 
 
 
 
 

Standards:  H1f, G1, H2d, e, f, H3a, 
b, g, CG2 
Map skills: 1, Info. Skills: 1, 2, 3 
February  

Unit Eight focus: 
Observing President’s 
Day 

Standards:  H1e, f, H3a,b,g, G1, 
CG2 
Map skills: 1, Info. Skills: 1, 2, 3 
January  

Unit Seven focus: 
Observing Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

Themes and Concepts/Topics: 
 
INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS  
• Martin Luther King, Jr.(H1e) 
• Civil Rights(H1e) 
• Nobel Peace Prize(H1e) 
• non-violence(H1e) 
• public speaker (orator)(H1e) 
• accomplishment(CG2) 
• self-control(CG2) 
• respect(CG2) 
LOCATION 
• Lincoln Memorial(H1f, H2d) 
• Atlanta(H1e) 
• Washington, DC(H1f) 
CULTURE 
• day of service(G1) 
TIME, CHANGE, AND 
CONTINUITY  
• now, long ago (H3a) 
• before, after (H3b) 
• past, present, future (H3g) 
 

Themes and Concepts/Topics: 
 
INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS  
• Presidents of the United 

States(H1f) 
• George Washington(H1f) 
• Abraham Lincoln(H1f) 
• current president (H1f) 
• leadership(H1f) 
• honesty(CG2) 
• patriotism(CG2) 
• truth(CG2) 
CULTURE 
• White House(H2f) 
• Washington Monument(H2e) 
• Lincoln Memorial (H2d) 
LOCATION 
• Washington, D.C.(H1f) 
TIME, CHANGE, AND 

CONTINUITY  
• now, long ago (H3a) 
• before, after (H3b) 
• past, present, future (H3g) 



 

 

Standards:  H1c, g, h, i, H3a, b, g, 
G1, CG2, E1, E2, E3 
Map Skills: none, Info Skills: 1, 3 
March/April 

Unit Eight focus: 
Celebrating Our Nation 
 

Themes and Concepts/Topics: 
 
INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS 
• Veterans(H1c) 
• Forefathers(H1c) 
• patriotism(CG2) 
• loyalty(CG2) 
• respect(CG2) 
CULTURE 
• Memorial Day(H1g) 
• Flag Day(H1h) 
• Independence Day(H1i) 
• Flags of U.S. and Georgia(H1h, 

H2a) 
• bald eagle(H2b) 
• Statue of Liberty(H2c) 
• Pledge of Allegiance(H2g,h) 
• Star Spangled Banner(H2g,h) 
• picnic, fireworks, parade(G1) 
TIME/CHANGE 

• now, long ago (H3a) 
• before, after (H3b) 
• past, present, future (H3g) 

Standards:  CG2, G3, E3, E4 
Map Skills: none, Info. Skills: 1, 3 
May/June  
 

Unit Nine focus: 
Personal Finance 
 

Themes and Concepts/Topics: 
 
INDIVIDUALS/GROUPS 
• self-control(CG2) 
• moderation(CG2) 
SCARCITY 
• coins and currency(E3b) 
• piggy bank(E3) 
• financial security(E4) 
LOCATION 
• home (G3) 
• community(G3) 
 
 



 

 

 Connecting Themes   
Students should be able to demonstrate understanding of selected themes (depending on the grade level and course) using knowledge and skills acquired during 
the school year.  Understanding of these themes is not the end product of a single unit or lesson, but the product of long term, ongoing instruction.  The bold 
terms represent the connecting themes that appear in multiple units throughout the courses.  Following the term is a big idea/enduring understanding that gives 
focus to the theme.  Big Ideas/Enduring understandings transcend specific units and courses and increase student understanding and retention of knowledge.   

  
• Beliefs and Ideals:  The student will understand that the beliefs and ideals of a society influence the social, political, and economic decisions of that society. 
• Conflict and Change:  The student will understand that when there is conflict between or within societies, change is the result.   
• Conflict Resolution:  The student will understand that societies resolve conflicts through legal procedures, force, and/or compromise.  
• Culture:  The student will understand that the culture of a society is the product of the religion, beliefs, customs, traditions, and government of that society.  
• Distribution of Power:  The student will understand that distribution of power in government is a product of existing documents and laws combined with 

contemporary values and beliefs.  
• Gain from Trade:  The student will understand that parties trade voluntarily when they expect to gain.   
• Governance:  The student will understand that as a society increases in complexity and interacts with other societies, the complexity of the government also 

increases. 
• Human Environmental Interaction:  The student will understand that humans, their society, and the environment affect each other.   
• Individuals, Groups, Institutions:  The student will understand that the actions of individuals, groups, and/or institutions affect society through intended 

and unintended consequences.  
• Incentives:  The student will understand that parties respond predictably to positive and negative incentives.  
• Interdependency:  The student will understand that, because of interdependency, a decision made by one party has intended and unintended consequences 

on other parties.    
• Location:  The student will understand that location affects a society’s economy, culture, and development.  
• Movement/Migration:  The student will understand that the movement or migration of people and ideas affects all societies involved.  
• Production, Distribution, Consumption:  The student will understand that the production, distribution, and consumption of goods/services produced by the 

society are affected by the location, customs, beliefs, and laws of the society.  
• Rule of Law:  The student will understand that in a democracy, rule of law influences the behavior of citizens, establishes procedures for making policies, 

and limits the power of government.   
• Scarcity:  The student will understand that scarcity of all resources forces parties to make choices and that these choices always incur a cost.   
• Technological Innovation:  The student will understand that technological innovations have consequences, both intended and unintended, for a society.  
• Time, Change, Continuity:  The student will understand that while change occurs over time, there is continuity to the basic structure of a society. 
 
Adapted from GADOE 
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