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SCCPSS staff receives grant of nearly $800,000 for the Adaptive Reading
program

WTOC, April 13
Students in Georgia who speak English as their second language rose 61% from 2011
to 2019, according to state numbers. At the SCCPSS board workshop, staff
announced they received an Innovative Approaches of Literacy grant of nearly
$800,000 to give students more grade and language appropriate books to take home.
https://www.wtoc.com/2022/04/13/sccpss-staff-receives-grant-nearly-800-thousanddollars-adaptive-reading-program/

School of Liberal Studies at Savannah High receives industry certification
WSAV, April 20
The School of Liberal Studies at Savannah High School’s business program received
industry certification from the Georgia Department of Education. A program that is
recognized as industry certified, has received a “stamp of excellence”, which
represents the apex of program quality.
https://www.wsav.com/news/local-news/school-of-liberal-studies-at-savannah-highreceives-industry-certification/

Parker’s ‘Fueling the Community’ program donates $74,000 to SCCPSS

WTOC, April 26
Parkers donates a portion for every gallon of gas sold on the first Wednesday of each
month to different local schools.
https://www.wtoc.com/2022/04/26/parkers-fueling-community-program-donates74000-sccpss/

Student of the Month Recognized

The Superintendent’s Student of the Month for April is Courtney Johnson, a
Senior at Sol C. Johnson High School. Congratulations, Courtney!
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CE4JLN4D2001

National School Nurses Day
The Board proclaimed May 11, 2022, as School Nurse’s Day. School
nurses are considered an integral part of the educational process
contributing to the well-being of every child to ensure all students achieve
success in school. We would like to commend our nursing team in their
role as frontline health care heroes in the fight against the pandemic and
their daily work to keep our schools healthy!
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CE4JM94D2014

Making big connections with little kids, Miss Jennifer Morris

WJCL, April 13
Even though Jennifer Morris has only been teaching for six years, she admits, “I
absolutely adore kindergarten, even though I didn’t realize that was my place.
But I can’t imagine being in another place.”
https://www.wjcl.com/article/making-big-connections-with-little-kids-miss-jennifermorris/39419822

Area students win big in virtual Stock Market Game

WSAV, May 4
A group of students from two schools in the Savannah Chatham County Public
School System were named winners in the annual online Stock Market Game
Spring 2022 Competition.
https://www.wsav.com/news/local-news/area-students-win-big-in-virtual-stockmarket-game/

Mike Cabellero first Windsor Forest athlete to win the Ashley
Dearing Award

Savannah Morning News, April 28
For the first three years of his high school career, Mike Cabellero of Windsor
Forest did double duty as one of the top running backs and basketball players in
Savannah. For his senior year, Cabellero added a third sport in the spring and
went out for the Knights soccer team, giving him a chance to win the Ashley
Dearing Award as the most versatile male high school athlete in Hostess City.
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/sports/high-school/2022/04/28/ashleydearing-award-mike-cabellero-first-windsor-forest-winner-webberinternational/9563181002/

Community comes out for annual Books, Blankets, and Family Fun

WTOC, April 30
It was a fun and educational day in Daffin Park as the Savannah-Chatham
County Public School System held their Books, Blankets and Family Fun event.
It’s the third year the school system invited all the district’s families out to the
park to enjoy the importance of academics through fun activities.
https://www.wtoc.com/2022/05/01/community-comes-out-annual-booksblankets-family-fun/
https://www.wtoc.com/2022/04/26/books-blankets-family-fun/

Savannah Music Festival's Musical Explorers Program exposes
young children to world of music

Savannah Morning News, May 6
School children become immersed in a cultural experience
through the Savannah Music Festival's Musical Explorers program.
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/news/education/2022/05/06/savannah-gamusic-festival-musical-explorers-program-returns/9631672002/

Megan Heberle: Creating an environment for kids to thrive in

WJCL, May 9
Megan Heberle heads the scientific research program at Islands High School
where she not only is teaching, but she’s creating an environment for them to
thrive in, too. Her job allows two things she loves to come together: Research
and teaching.
https://www.wjcl.com/article/megan-heberle-creating-an-environment-for-kids-tothrive-in/39943051

Veronica Sierzant wins 30th annual Hollis Stacy Award

WSAV, May 9
Veronica Sierzant walked on stage at the performing arts hall of Islands High
School to accept her second straight Hollis Stacy Award, which honors the most
versatile female athlete in Chatham County.
https://www.wsav.com/sports/local-sports/veronica-sierzant-wins-the-30thannual-hollis-stacy-award/

Jenkins High senior working to mark Indigenous waterway paths at
Savannah-Ogeechee Canal
Savannah Morning News, May 11
Isabel Palacios is on a mission. The Jenkins High School senior plans to be the
first Girl Scout in history to blaze a water trail by GPS. She’s partnered with the
Savannah Ogeechee Canal Museum and Nature Center to mark a series of canoe
paths that are also potentially some of the oldest human-created, Indigenous
waterways in Georgia.
https://bit.ly/39Hn9on

Woodville Tompkins student named Gates Millennium Scholar

WSAV, May 4
Chance McKinnie is one of 300 Gates Millennium Scholars chosen from 37,000
students who applied. The GMS Program is funded by a $1.6 billion grant from the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
https://www.wsav.com/news/local-news/woodville-tompkins-student-named-gatesmillennium-scholar/

Multiple Islands High FFA Members Receive Recognition at State
Convention

sccpss.com, May 4
Thirteen students and Future Farmers of America Members from Islands High
School attended the 94th Georgia FFA State Convention held in Macon last month,
where over 6,000 members and guests were in attendance. Multiple Islands High
students were honored for their efforts at the convention and throughout the school
year.
https://spwww.sccpss.com/Pages/Multiple-Islands-High-FFA-Members-ReceiveRecognition-at-State-Convention.aspx

Ribbon Cut at New ESPLOST Funded Savannah High Athletic Facility

Savannah Business Journal, May 9
A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on Friday, May 6, 2022, at the new ESPLOST
funded stadium project at the School of Liberal Studies at Savannah High. Work
on the now completed project began in September of 2020.
http://savannahceo.com/news/2022/05/ribbon-cut-new-esplost-funded-savannahhigh-athletic-facility/
See photos from the event here.

SCCPSS Names 2023 Instructional Support Person of the Year

sccpss.com, April 26
The District's 2023 ISPY was named at the annual reception held Thursday, April
21, 2022, at 6:30pm at Woodville Tompkins Lower Campus. Nurse Natalie Sauers
of Jacob G. Smith Elementary School was chosen for the honor.
https://spwww.sccpss.com/Pages/SCCPSS-Names-2023-Instructional-SupportPerson-of-the-Year.aspx

Modified Extension of Facilities Use Agreement for Certain Schools

The Board approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) which serves to modify
and extend a Facilities Use Agreement with the City of Savannah concerning
specified District facilities at Windsor Forest Elementary School, White Bluff
Elementary School, and Windsor Forest High School. The initial agreement was
approved in 2017. The agreement will expire by its own terms on May 30, 2022.
Under the terms of the modified extension, the parties agree to extend the Agreement
to May 31, 2023, with certain modifications as defined in the agreement.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CE5RKX6D6762

Academic Affairs Updates

At the Informal Meeting of the Board, a report on the work of the Academic Affairs
Division to measure student progress in ELA and Math was presented. The report
included updates on Acceleration and Intervention efforts using iReady. The report
detailed ELA and Math performing on grade level percentages for the district’s K-2
students. Those are the grades with the highest percentage of students performing
below grade level following the learning loss caused by factors related to the
pandemic.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CE4JHC4C7459

Strategic Waivers School System Extension Approved

Also at the Informal Meeting, the Board received an update on the District’s five year
Strategic Waivers School System performance contract entered into with GaDOE in
2016. In exchange for access to waivers, each school is required to increase its
CCRPI score, each year, by 3% of the gap between the baseline score and 100,
excluding CCRPI Challenge Points. Alternately, a school can also meet the
accountability target by maintaining performance within the state’s top quartile, as
established for each grade cluster in the baseline year, or by attaining “Beating the
Odds” status. Due to changes made to the CCRPI calculation formula in 2017 and
then flexibility granted by the state in SY 2020 and 2021 due to the impact of the
pandemic, the administration is seeking to add two additional years of accountability
data to the original contract term. The Board approved the application at the Regular
Meeting.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CE4JHD4C745A

Budget Update

Chief Financial Officer Larry Jackson and Budget Director Paige Cooley presented a
Midterm Update on the Budget at the Informal Meeting. The printed Preliminary
Budget is expected to be distributed to the Board and to Live Oak Libraries on May
18th. The first Public Hearing on the FY 2023 Budget is also set for May 18th.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CE4JHF4C745C

ESPLOST Updates
Parsons to Continue to Provide Assessments for Long-Range Facility
Planning

The Board approved a change order to Parsons Environment & Infrastructure Group,
Inc. for Long-Range Planning Services in the amount of $489,500. This change order
will continue the work of Parsons to update facility condition and educational
adequacy assessments to assist with long range ESPLOST facility planning.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CE5LFE557FE0

Brownstone Construction Group to Serve as Construction
Management Agent for New K-12 Multi-Campus Project

The Board approved a contract to Brownstone Construction Group, LLC for CMA
services for the new K-12 project under the terms of RFP #C18-32 for an amount
not to exceed $240,000.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CE5LFF55813D

Naming of Jenkins High Baseball Field

In accordance with Policy FDC and Administrative Regulation FDR-R, Naming
Facilities, a committee has been appointed by the Superintendent to provide a
recommendation for the naming of the Baseball Field at Jenkins High
School. The committee met twice this spring and proposed that the field be
named after Terry Webb. Mr. Webb joined the coaching staff at HV Jenkins in
1983, following 13 years working at Windsor Forest High. He worked alongside
his players, their parents, friends and the community to improve the field. Thanks
to his efforts, the facility became a source of pride for the school and a much
better field to practice, teach and play ball. Mr. Webb passed away in 2021
following a battle with cancer. This is the first read of the proposed name into the
record. The name will be read again and voted on at the June Regular Meeting of
the Board of Education.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CE4JM84D2013

Savannah High Solar Installation

The Board approved the installation of the solar PV and back-up battery storage
at Savannah HS by Georgia Power at a cost of $569,120 and approve the
contract with GEFA for the $187,500 reimbursement of costs. Georgia
Environmental and Finance Authority (GEFA) is offering funding for the Solar
Resiliency program to increase resiliency for critical facilities in communities
across Georgia. This program is offered to government entities, including cities,
counties, K-12 schools, and state agencies. This program will incentivize the
installation of solar photovoltaic (PV) and backup batteries at critical facilities.
GEFA will reimburse selected applicants up to $200,000 for one installation per
selected applicant. SCCPSS applied for Savannah High School to help increase
resiliency for this critical facility that is used as both a shelter and/or a first
responder emergency service center for the Chatham Emergency Management
Agency. The application has been approved and the contract for the
reimbursement has been offered.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CE4JND4D2038

DATES TO REMEMBER
Board Public Hearing on Budget
Wednesday, May 18, 2022 – 6:00PM
Whitney Administrative Complex, Building G 2 Laura Avenue
SCCPSS Graduations
Monday, May 23 - 26, 2022, Enmarket Arena, Savannah
Board of Public Education Meeting
Wednesday, June 1, 2022
Informal – 11:00 a.m.
Regular – 2:00 p.m.
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